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It Takes a Village to Raise Childhood Immunization Rates 



In the‘Healthiest State’… 

Less than healthy childhood immunization rates – 



Vaccine Questions & Questioners 

2009 
H1N1 flu forums – questions 

School-based vaccine clinics 

   

2010 
UVM research with vaccine-

hesitant moms 

 

2011 
Anti-vax voice grows louder 

 

Seth Mnookin comes to town 

 

Public Health Stat teamwork 

   

   



2012 

• Legislative battle to remove 

philosophical exemption to 

vaccines for school entry 

 

• Anti-vax coalition organizes 

 

• $$$ for social marketing 

 

• Pro-vax coalition organizes 

 

• Whooping cough outbreaks 

 

 

It Takes a Team. 



Dec. 12, 2012 

News Conference – 

Health Commissioner 

Harry Chen, MD: 

“These are epidemic 

numbers for our small 

state.” 

 
• Consult the experts 

• Ask for help 

• Organize: Public Health ICS 

 

 

It Takes Time. 
 

 



Dec. 19, 2012 
 

3,269 vaccinated in 8 hours at 

12 Health Dept. district offices 



Know Who You’re Talking To. 

Vermont Department of Health 

• Local PIO Kit for Tdap Clinic Day 

• State-level & local news coverage 

• Social media sharing from each clinic 



Vermont Department of Health 



www.oktoaskvt.org 
 

April 2013 Launch 

http://www.oktoaskvt.org


Vermont Department of Health 



Vermont Department of Health 

Plan for 

Controversy. 

 



   

nancy.erickson@state.vt.us 

oktoaskvt.org  healthvermont.gov 

Vermont Department of Health 

 

1. It takes a team. 

2. It takes time. 

3. Know who you’re talking to. 

4. Plan for controversy. 

2020 Goal – 

To raise childhood immunization rates: 


