
 

Coalitions:  

The Power of Connections 
 



Immunizeca.org 



 

Social Media - 
 

Follow us on Twitter @Immunizeca 
 

Like us on Facebook - ImmunizeCa 
 



California Department of  

Public Health 

• CDPH Immunization Branch 

• CDPH Office of Public Affairs 

• Social Media Networks 

• Local HD and Coalitions 





whyichoose.org  





VICNetwork.org 



2010  



Communication Goals 

• Provide information and resources to 
providers 

• Support media/ marketing efforts of the 
Immunization Branch 

• Direct media and public to credible, consistent 
resources 

• Educate opinion leaders and legislative staff 

 



Legislative Activities 
 

Recent 

• Pertussis Mandate 7th Grade (AB 354)  

• Personal Belief Exemptions (AB 2109) 

Also involved 

• Minor consent law (prevention)  

• Healthcare worker flu vaccination 



Pertussis Mandate 7th Grade (AB 354)  
 



Challenges 

• Low number of students that had Tdap booster 

• Providers not fully aware of recommendations – 
may be giving Td instead 

• How to reach all providers - not just Chief of Staff, 
Clinic Administrator 

• Many districts (> 1/2) have no school nurses 

• How to review and interpret IZ records 

• Complex IZ waiver issues  

 

 



2012 – AB 354 – Pertussis  

•  Billboards 

•  Webinars 

•  Social media messages 

 





Personal Belief Exemptions (AB 2109) 
 



Bill injects mandatory 
vaccines into California law 



It’s the principle of the thing. It’s no one else’s concern 
because it’s MY child’s health 



2013 







 
• Keep partners in the loop 
• Respectful and open 
• No debate 
• External celebration to a minimum  
 

Communication Strategies  



Implementation – PBE Law 

• Insertion of religious exemption 

• Final form released November 2013 

• Implemented January 2014 

• Impact  stay tuned 

• Meanwhile - number of PBE’s continue to rise 

 



Future Legislative Activities 

• Required immunization reporting 

• Vaccination reporting at college admission 



August 2014 
 

www.nphic.org  
 

#NIAM14 

 



 

We need ‘Buzz’… 
 

• Include NIAM on websites 

• Articles 

• Blog posts 

• Tweets 

• Facebook 

• Local stories 

• List your organization as a supporter 

 

 





Moving Forward 

• Spend your time persuading people that are 
persuadable   

• Speak Up - When you see, hear, read 
mistakes, distortions, errors, lies: RESPOND    

• Understand difference between Respond and 
React 

• Be an Ambassador for immunizations 
 





Thank you ! 


