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seven things you need to know  
about vaccines and vaccine-

preventable diseases 



1.  Vaccines save lives. 



 



507,300 diphtheria deaths 
20,300 pertussis deaths 
57,300 measles deaths 

59,700 hepatitis B deaths 
55,000 pneumococcal deaths 

13,700 Haemophilus influenzae type b deaths 
14,800 polio deaths 



2.  Measles is still a threat. 



>22,000 cases of measles 
26 cases of encephalitis 

10 deaths 







3. Nationally, vaccination of young 
children continues to be the norm. 



Vaccine Coverage Rates Among Preschool-Aged Children:  

1967 – 2012  
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<1% of toddlers had received no vaccines  



Getting my child immunized is the right thing to do. 
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Source: 2012 Consumerstyles Survey 



http://www.culturalcognition.net/browse-papers/vaccine-risk-perceptions-and-ad-hoc-risk-communication-an-em.html 



4.  Not all outbreaks of vaccine-
preventable diseases are caused by 

lack of vaccination. 





4a.  We cannot prevent outbreaks 
of pertussis with our current 

pertussis vaccine. 
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5.  We can protect young infants 
from pertussis with our current 

vaccine. 



Shifting the Timing of Mother’s Tdap Dose: 
Postpartum to Pregnancy   

Provides earlier protection to mother 

Transfers high levels of transplacental maternal antibodies to 
infants 

 Likely provides direct immunity to infant 

Pregnancy Postpartum 





6. More young people need to get 
HPV vaccine to protect them from 

cancer. 



National Estimated Vaccination Coverage Levels among Adolescents 
13-17 Years,  NIS-Teen, 2006-2012 
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Source: MMWR. 2013;62;685-93 



7.  Health care providers should 
make a strong recommendation 

for HPV vaccine. 



Top 5 reasons for not vaccinating daughter, among parents with no 
intention to vaccinate in the next 12 months, NIS-Teen 2012 

Reason %  

Not needed or necessary 19.1% 

Not recommended by provider 14.2% 

Safety concern/side effects 13.3% 

Lack of knowledge 12.6% 

Not sexually active 10.1% 

MMWR 2013; 62:591-5 

Response categories are not mutually exclusive 

24 



1.  Vaccines save lives. 



26 million:    number of girls under 13 years of age in the  

    United States 

168,400:    number who will develop cervical cancer if  

    none are vaccinated 

54,100:    number will die from cervical cancer if none  

    are vaccinated 

 

For each year we stay at 30% coverage instead of achieving 80%, 

4,400:   number of future cervical cancer cases we will not prevent 

1,400:   number of cervical cancer deaths we will not prevent 

Adapted from Chesson HW et al, Vaccine 2011;29:8443-50 



Thank you 
 

www.cdc.gov/vaccines 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/youarethekey 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/youarethekey

