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}  Overview of states with religious and/or personal 
belief exemptions 

}  Recent and current legislative efforts to strengthen 
or weaken PBEs 

}  Resources 



}  Personal beliefs/personal reasons/convictions (7) 
}  Philosophical/moral reasons (5) 
}  Other grounds/objections/written objection (3) 
}  Conscientiously held beliefs/reasons of conscience (3) 
}  Philosophical or personal objection (1) 
}  Strong moral or ethical conviction similar to a religious 

belief (1) 
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20 states allow exemptions for  
non-medical, non-religious reasons 

States with Personal Belief Exemptions to  
Childcare and/or School Immunization Requirements 



States without religious exemptions  
to school immunization requirements 
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April 2015 



States with legislation pertaining to  
non-medical exemptions in 2009-14 
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Relax /Add PBE 
Strengthen PBE 
Both 



Outcome of legislation pertaining to  
non-medical exemptions in 2009-14 
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Strengthen PBE 

MI 



}  Washington: stmnt from HCP; risk/benefit info given 
(effective July 2011) 

}  Vermont: must review evidence-based ed materials 
provided by SHD; annual renewal (effective Jan 2013) 

}  California: stmnt from HCP; risk/benefit info given 
(effective Jan 2014) 

}  Oregon: stmnt from HCP or certificate of completion of 
an on-line vaccine educational module (effective March 
2014) 

}  Michigan: must meet with a hlth educator at LHD and 
receive a certified waiver form (effective Jan 2015) 
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States with legislation/rule-making pertaining  
to non-medical exemptions in 2015 
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Relax /Add PBE 
Strengthen non-medical exemption 

Remove non-medical exemption(s) 
Post exemption rates 



}  Educational component (e.g., physician, LHD, on-line 
educational module) 

}  Renewal (e.g., annually, grade 7) 
}  Posting of exemption rates (e.g., by county, school 

district, school) 



}  Parents have rights to make decisions on their child’s 
◦  Education 

◦  Moral or religious upbringing 

◦  Physical and mental health care decisions (e.g., immunizations) 

}  Can the state mandate vaccinations? 
◦  Yes. The constitutionality of mandatory vaccination was 

upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1905 (see Jacobson v. 
Massachusetts) 
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See www.immunize.org/laws 

Policy Statements on Non-medical Exemptions 



www.vaxadvocacy.org 



}  Diane Peterson, diane@immunize.org 

}  Immunization Action Coalition 
◦  www.immunize.org 
◦  www.vaccineinformation.org 
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