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Vaxxed’s three parts 

• CDC Whistleblower 

 

• Vaccines cause autism 

 

• Vaccines’ oversight lacking  



CDC 
Whistleblower 



CDC Whistleblower: 
The Actors 

• Brian Hooker: Biochemical Engineer, believes his 
son’s autism caused by vaccine, VICP claim 
rejected. 

 

• Andrew Wakefield: Disgraced ex-scientist with 
history of misrepresentations on MMR and autism.  

 

• William Thompson: senior scientist in CDC, author 
or co-author on several vaccine safety studies, 
psychologist by training.  



CDC Whistleblower: 
The claims  

• Two alleged results hidden: 
– MMR causes autism in African-Americans 

– MMR causes autism in those with “isolated autism” 

 

• Two claims of wrongdoing: 
– Deviation from analysis Plan 

– Data/documents destroyed to hide wrongdoing. 

 

• None hold up to scrutiny.  

 

 

 

 



ISOLATED 
AUTISM 



The claim:  
 

 

– Paper omitted a result for isolated autism.  

 

– Isolated autism=children who were not 
exhibiting problems earlier: 

“children of all races who were developmentally 
normal to age 12 months (‘isolated’ autism)…” 
http://www.ageofautism.com/2016/09/waging-war-on-the-autistic-child-by-
andrew-wakefield.html 



Correction A:  

• Isolated autism result reported in paper – 
and disappeared in adjusted results. 

 



Correction B: 

• Isolated autism=/= children who had no 
problem before 12 months.  

 

 



Correction B: 

• Isolated autism=/= children who had no 
problem before 12 months.  

 

 



AFRICAN 
AMERICAN 

MALES 



The claim:  
 

• Initial results showed statistically 
significant link MMR/Autism in full 
sample  group of African Americans.  

 



The claim:  
 

• This result was replicated by a published analysis 
by Hooker. 

 

 

 

 

 

• Note: Hooker’s analysis was retracted. Movie 
doesn’t say that. 

 

 



Correction A: 
Thompson 

• Initial association appears spurious:  

–No biological basis 

–African Americans generally receive lower 
rates of autism diagnosis than Caucasians. 

–Disappeared in birth certificate model that 
allowed controlling for confounders.  

–Explanation: result of enrollment in early 
intervention plans that require MMR. 

 



Correction B: Hooker 

• Results significant only in African 
American males that got MMR late. 

• Numbers supporting result very 
small. 

• Wrong statistical tool.  

• No controlling for confounders.   

• Retracted: Non-disclosure of COIs 
and bad methods.  

 
 



Even if issues ignored 
-  

 Honda et al, 
Japan, 2005, 
over 300,000 

children  

Destefano 
et al, 2004, 

2448 

Mäkelä et al, 

Finland, 2002, 
535,544 children  

Smeeth et al, U.K., 
2004, 5,763 

children  

Fombonee et al, 
Canada, 2006, 

27,749 children  

Jain et al, United 
States, 2016, 

95,727 children  

Madsen et al, 
Denmark, 2002, 
537,303 children  



DEVIATION FROM 
ANALYSIS PLAN 

Wrongdoing 1: 



The claim:  
 

• To hide result linking early 
MMR to autism in African 
Americans, authors deviated 
from analysis plan, by only 
publishing analysis for birth 
certificate group.  



Analysis Plan, April 
2001 I: 



Analysis Plan, April 
2001 II: 



Comments Analysis 
Plan:  

• According to Thompson’s statement, 
analysis of race started September 2001 at 
the earliest. 

• Analysis plan: April 2001. 

• Should authors have included and 
explained results for full sample, after 
seeing? 

– Maybe. 

– Professional disagreement≠fraud. 

 



DATA/DOCUMENTS 
DESTROYED TO HIDE 

WRONGDOING 

Wrongdoing 2: 



The claim: 

• Authors got together and threw 
documents/data in trashcan.  

 



Correction I:  

• Data not destroyed:  

– Used by Hooker for reanalysis.  

– Available for qualified researchers under 
conditions: 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/developmentaldi
sabilities/maddsp-data-sets.html 

 



Correction II:  

• Thompson claimed he kept original 
documents & provided them.  

 

• Provided documents don’t show 
wrongdoing. 

 

• If duplicates of meeting notes, etc., 
trashed, that’s not wrongdoing.  

 



Conclusion: 

A. No good evidence of anything that 
needed to be hidden. 

B. No good evidence of wrongdoing. 

C. Numerous studies on MMR and 
autism: lack of link demonstrated 
even without this study.  



Vaccines Cause 
Autism 



Claim Based on: 

• CDC Whistleblower claims. 

 

• Parental Testimony. 

 

• Claims from: 

– Doreen Granpeesheh 

– Stephanie Seneff 

 

 

 



Parental Testimony by the 
numbers: https://thelogicofscience.com/2016/06/28/why-are-

there-so-many-reports-of-autism-following-vaccination-a-mathematical-

assessment/ 
 

 



Recollection issues: 

• Brian Hooker: Case Dismissed at 
Vaccine Injury Compensation 
Program –  

–Claim: Child suddenly regressed. 

–Medical records show: 

• Child had developmental problems from 
infancy. 

• No indication of sudden regression during the 
time period it allegedly occurred.  



Vaccine Oversight Lacking 



The claims:  

• Vaccines are not as thoroughly tested 
as other products: 

–No placebo-based testing. 

–No testing with the rest of the schedule. 

 

• Liability protections=no 
accountability. 

 



Vaccine testing: 

• Placebo-based for 
modern vaccines.  

 

• Tested with schedule. 

 

• Extensive testing 
before & monitoring 
after.  



Accountability: 

• Liability protections not absolute. 

 

• Liability protections≠no accountability: 
heavy regulation and monitoring.  

 

• Liability protection part of compromise 
that makes compensation easier.  



Vaxxed’s Omissions: 

• Additional MMR/Autism studies. 

• Retraction of both Hooker and Wakefield’s 
papers. 

• Changes in diagnostic criteria for autism. 

• MMR Wakefield discusses never used in 
United States. 

• Children in Wakefield’s study recruited 
through litigant group.  

 



Thank you! 
 

Questions? Comments? 
 

reissd@uchastings.edu 
415-565-4844  


