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Substantial disruptions to outpatient medical care during
COVID-19 pandemic

As number of COVID-19 cases increased and stay-at-home orders implemented, nearly 70% reduction in outpatient visits before
starting to rebound
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COVID-19 pandemic and disruptions to routine childhood vaccination

Weekly decreases in Vaccines for Children program provider orders for pediatric vaccines — United States, December 23, 2019-May 10, 2020

All non-influenza vaccines
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CDC activities with immunization programs and partners to
support routine childhood vaccination

= Monitor vaccination service delivery to inform targeted interventions

= Support

— Providers through the development of guidance and support materials
— Catch-up vaccination through reminder/recall systems

— Access to vaccines by identifying gaps in VFC provider network and increasing funding for
VFC vaccine purchase and operations

— ldentification of policy interventions to support healthcare providers

= Communicate
— Importance of vaccination to parents, providers, and partners
— Information on VFC program to families

= Plan back-to-school vaccination activities during the summer and influenza
vaccination in the fall



CDC Interim Guidance for Immunization Services During
COVID-19 Pandemic

= Vaccination is an essential medical service for all children and
adolescents, ideally in the medical home

Talk to your child’s doctor
about how to stay on track wit

= Administer all due or overdue vaccines according to routine Xﬁggﬂ%
immunization schedule during the same visit

" Implement strategies to catch all patients up on vaccines

— Start with newborns, infants and children up to age 24 months, young
children, and extending through adolescence

#ivax2protect

" Includes guidance for the safe delivery of vaccines (e.g., use
of personal protective equipment, physical distancing)

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html 5




Routine immunization services remain critical

= Routine vaccination prevents illnesses that lead to unnecessary medical
visits and hospitalizations further straining the healthcare system.

" |Influenza vaccination will be paramount to reduce the impact of
respiratory illnesses and resulting burdens on the healthcare system during

the COVID-19 pandemic.



Decreasing immunization rates means it is particularly
important to:

Assess the vaccination status of all patients to avoid missed opportunities
and ensure timely vaccination catch-up

Administer all vaccines due or overdue according to the recommended CDC
immunization schedules during a visit

Child and Adolescent Immunization
Schedule (birth through 18 years)

Table 1 Recommended Child and Adolescent immunization Schedule for ages 18 years or younger,
able United States, 2020

Adult Immunization Schedule (19
years and older)

o ot - - o R it ) unization Schedule by Age Group, United States, 2020
e e e st iy sy et

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html

Considerations for Routine Vaccination

= Children and adolescents: Reschedule missed well-child visits and/or
recommended vaccinations; prioritize newborns, infants and children up to
24 months, young children, and extending through adolescence.

" Pregnant women: If vaccination has been delayed administer vaccination
during the next in-person appointment.

= Adults: Continue to ensure patients are receiving recommended vaccines.
Older adults and those with underlying medical conditions are particularly at
increased risk if vaccination is deferred.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html



Summary of 2019-2020 influenza season

= Two consecutive waves
— 15t wave predominantly
influenza B/Victoria viruses

— 2"d wave driven by influenza
A (HIN1)

Deaths
24,000-62,000

Hospitalizations
410,000-740,000

= Pediatric deaths reported
to CDC for the 2019-2020
season: 185*

Medical visits
18,000,000-26,000,000

llinesses
39,000,000-56,000,000

*As of June 13, 2020
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/preliminary-in-season-estimates.htm



Racial and ethnic disparities in influenza coverage

Reducing existing disparities will be important to protect minority and at-risk populations for both
influenza and future COVID-19 vaccines
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Influenza Vaccination

Use every opportunity to administer influenza vaccines to all eligible persons
including:

Essential workers: Healthcare personnel and other critical infrastructure
workforce

Persons at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19. Severe illness
from COVID-19 has been observed to disproportionately affect members of
certain racial/ethnic minority groups.

Persons at high risk for influenza complications



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/racial-ethnic-minorities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/index.htm

Catch-up Vaccination Strategies

Reminder/recall Forecasting through
systems EMR or lIS

Standing
orders

U.S. Community Preventive Services Task Force. Guide to Community Preventive Services. Vaccination Programs. https://www.thecommunityguide.org; Photo credit: Noun project
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Vaccination Documentation

Because patients may be receiving vaccines
outside their medical home, it is critical all
vaccines are documented for accurate and
timely information on patient vaccination

status.




How to safely administer vaccines during the
COVID-19 pandemic



Persons with Suspected or Confirmed COVID-19

= Routine vaccination should be deferred for persons with suspected or
confirmed COVID-19, regardless of symptoms.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html




Implement Enhanced Infection Control Measures

= Screen patients for COVID-19 symptoms before and during the visit
= Physical distance (at least 6-feet apart, where possible)

= Limit and monitor facility points of entry and install barriers to limit
physical contact with patients at triage

= Respiratory hygiene (facemasks for staff and face coverings for patients
over 2 years of age, if tolerated) and cough etiquette

= Hand hygiene (including at least 60% alcohol hand sanitizer for patients)

* Enhanced surface decontamination

Refer to guidance to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in healthcare settings,
including outpatient and ambulatory care settings.



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ambulatory-care-settings.html

Use Personal Protection Equipment

Face mask Eye protection Gloves

— “' | | ‘\‘ |

e Recommended: ¢ Recommended: Areas of e Recommended:

All healthcare moderate/substantial intranasal or oral

providers community transmission vaccines

(N95 masks not e Optional: Areas of e Optional:

recommended) minimal/no community intramuscular or
transmission subcutaneous vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html; Image credit: Pan American Health Organization 17



Ensure physical distancing during vaccination visits

Separate sick from Ensure physical distancing Reduce crowding in
well patients measures waiting room

* Schedule well and sick visits at ¢ At least 6 feet during all aspects of ¢ Ask patients to wait outside

different times of the day visit: check-in, checkout, screening  (e.g., in their vehicles) until
* Place sick visits in different procedures, postvaccination called in
areas of the facility or monitoring
different locations * Use strategies such as physical
barriers, signs, ropes, floor
markings

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html; Image credit: Noun Project, CDC 18




Information for alternative vaccination sites



Alternative Vaccination Sites

* Pharmacies

= Non-traditional facilities such as schools and
churches

= Curbside clinics
= Drive-through clinics
= Mobile outreach units

= Home visits



Alternative Vaccination Site Guidance During COVID-19

Follow clinical setting guidance and take additional
precautions by:

= Selecting a space large enough to ensure physical
distancing

= Providing specific appointment times or other —P- - -
strategies to manage patient flow and avoid 'I' lm 'ﬂ' 'I'PJ
crowding.

= Setting up unidirectional site flow with signs, ropes,
or other measures.

= Considering a separate vaccination area or separate

hours for persons at increased risk for severe illness
from COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html



Updates and resources



COVID-19 Operational Guidance

— State and Local Health Departments:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/index.html

— Clinical Care:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-care.html

— Long-term Care Facilities:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html

Influenza vaccination planning for 2020-2021 season

Influenza Vaccine Doses Distributed
= Maximize available vaccine supply By Season, 2008-9 to 2019-20, and

— Expect >180M doses for U.S. market Projected, 2020-21

= Operational considerations Doses (millions)
— Outreach to those at higher risk 200 >
— Planning for potential need for social i:
distancing 140
— Extending influenza vaccination season 120

(September through December or later) 100

80

" Enhancing communication 60
— Align with COVID-19 messaging 0
— Messaging for African-American and

Hispanic communities

20

2008-9
2009-10
2010-1

HHHHHHHHH

2020-21




Supplemental Resources for Public Sector Influenza
Vaccination for the 2020-2021 Influenza Season

= Two Components
— Cooperative Agreement with 64 Immunization Program Awardees
(2020-2021; $140 million)

— Supplemental influenza vaccine doses (2020; 7.1 million doses)

* Funding to support operational costs associated with planning and implementation
of expanded influenza vaccination program extending into December or later

= Supplemental vaccine doses to be allocated among the awardees
— Strong recommendation for awardee partnerships with Community Health Centers
(CHCs)

— Facilitating connections with CHCs through CDC relationship with the National
Association of Community Health Centers



Promoting awareness of vaccines for Children (VFC) program

among parents
= Prior to the pandemic, ~50% of U.S. children eligible to
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= Partners and providers can help improve vaccine access by
increasing awareness and enrollment in VFC program

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/index.html
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Resources for communicating with parents about routine
vaccination during the COVID-19 pandemic

Centers for Dissase Control and Prevention

COC 2477:Saving Lives, Pofecting Paopie™

For Immunization Partners

M Immunization Partners Home
Vaccinate with Confidence

Childhood Immunization
Resources

Resources for Encouraging
Vaccinations During COVID-19
Pandemic

Observances and Toolkits
Multimedia Products for Parents
Drop-In Articles and Web Features
Flyers and Posters

Spanish Materials for Parents
Resources for Professionals

Childhood Immunization Coverage

Preteen & Teen Immunization
Resources

Adult Immunization Resources

Maternal Immunization
Resources

Influenza (Flu) Immunization
Resources

Related Links

Jcoc - immunization Partners Home  Childhood Immunization Resources

Search

6 oO®0o O

A7 Topics
Q

Advanced Search )

Vaccines site >

Resources for Encouraging Vacci
COVID-19 Pandemic

Background

An MMWR report released in May 2020 found a troubling drop in the ord
and administration of routine pediatric vaccines as a result of families sta)
home during the COVID-19 pandemic. Healthcare professionals and famil
need to work together to ensure children get caught up or stay on track
vaccines. Here are some resources to reinforce the importance of maintai
routine immunizations during the pandemic.

Web Feature — Well-Child Visits are J

Use this web feature as a link in your social media posts, newsletters or o
for your specific use. Any materials produced by CDC are in the public dor

Social Media Content

Use or customize these messages on your social media platforms to spre:
community.

Twitter Messages

Tweets for Parents:

[Fd Facebook Messages

Facebook Posts for Parents:

Instagram Messages

CDC resources for parents
and immunization partners

Parents - Your Childs Vaccine Visit

M parents
Why Vaccinate
Vaccine Schedule
Vaccines by Age
Diseases that Vaccines Prevent
Your Child’s Vaccine Visit

Routine Vaccination During the
COVID-19 Outbreak

Before, During, and After Shots
How to Hold Your Child

Make Shots Less Stressful

Vaccines When Your Child is Sick
Vaccine Ingredients

Questions About Vaccines
Vaccine Records

Before you Travel

Resources

Related Links

Vaccines & Immunizations

[ @ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
COC 2477:Saving Lkss, Protacting Peopla™

All A-Z Topics
Search Vaccines site ¥ | Q

Advanced Search

Vaccines for Your Children

6 o000 o

Routine Vaccination During the COVID-19 Outbreak
{ A CDC report released in May 2020 found a troubling drop in routine
. 3 - childhood vaccinations as a result of families staying at home. While families
2y - followed public health warnings about going out, an unfortunate result was
9 many missed i c ric

Well-Child Visits and Vaccinations Are Essential Services

Children need to be protected against vaccine-preventable diseases. Well-child visits and vaccinations are essential services
and help make sure children are protected. Children who are not protected by vaccines may be more likely to get diseases
like measles and whooping cough.

As communities are opening up, it's important for parents to work with their children’s doctor or nurse to make sure their
children stay up to date on routine vaccines.

Going to Medical Offices During the COVID-19 Outbreak

If your child is due for a well-child visit, call the doctor’s office and ask about ways they safely offer well-child visits during
this time. Many medical offices are taking extra steps to make sure that well visits can happen safely during the COVID-19
outbreak, including:

- Scheduling sick visits and well-child visits during different times of the day

- Asking patients to remain outside until it's time for their appointment to reduce the number of people in waiting rooms

- Offering sick visits and well-child visits in different locations

Routine Vaccines for Children and Adolescents

help i and
wihat vaccines are recommended at which ages.

from 16 serious diseases. These parent-friendly schedules outline

- 2020 for Infants and Children (birth through 6 years) Parent-Friendly Version

- 2020 for Children (7-18 Years Old] Parent-Friendly Version

Need to Find Free Vaccines for Your Child?

The Vaccines for Children (VFC) program provides eligible children vaccines at no cost. Check out the program's
requirements and talk to your childs doctor or nurse to see if they are a VFC provider. You can also find a VFC provider by
calling your state or local health department or seeing if your state has a VFC website.

Iopof Page

75, Amer Acad Pediatrics @

A mrorAradDodt
AMETACAOreos

Dear parents:

We'll take ‘em off your hands for 20 minutes.
Love,

Your pediatrician

#CallYourPediatrician

AAP’s #CallYourPediatrician campaign

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/visit/vaccination-during-COVID-19.html; https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/partners/childhood/stayingontrack.html

https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/campaigns/call-your-pediatrician/Pages/default.aspx
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Signs of recovery in routine childhood vaccination

Weekly Vaccines for Children program provider orders for pediatric vaccines — United States, January 6-June 1, 2020

Gap narrowing between

All non-influenza vaccines 2019 and 2020
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Vaccination Guidance is Continuously being
Reviewed and Updated

Visit https://www.cdc.eov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html for the
most recent guidance.

Sign up to be notified when information on the webpage changes.


https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html

Thank you

For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY: 1-888-232-6348 www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Photographs and images included in this presentation are licensed solely for CDC/NCIRD online and presentation use. No rights are implied or extended for use in printing or
any use by other CDC CIOs or any external audiences.
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http://www.cdc.gov/

