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What Challenges Are We 
Working to Overcome? 
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Can be given 
at the same 

time at 
age 16

* Depending on brand Source: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mening/public/index.html

Meningococcal Meningitis Vaccination: It Takes Two!
If a person has not received BOTH the MenB and MenACWY vaccines, 

they are not fully vaccinated against meningococcal meningitis.

ROUTINELY 
RECOMMENDED 

MANY SCHOOLS 
AND COLLEGES

REQUIRE IT

RECOMMENDED 
BASED ON SHARED 
CLINICAL DECISION-

MAKING

FEW COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES 

REQUIRE IT 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/mening/public/index.html


According to a study published 
in Pediatrics in August 2018, 
among 900 doctors surveyed:

49% of pediatricians 
69% of family physicians

Did not discuss the MenB 
vaccine during routine visits for 
16-18-year-olds. 

Education 
Matters. 
Some healthcare 
providers aren’t 
talking to their 
patients about the 
MenB vaccine. 

Source: Allison Kempe, Mandy A. Allison, Jessica R. MacNeil, Sean T. O’Leary, Lori A. Crane, Brenda L. Beaty, Laura P. Hurley, Michaela Brtnikova, Megan C. Lindley, Alison P. Albert. Adoption of Serogroup B Meningococcal Vaccine 
Recommendations. Pediatrics Aug 2018, http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2018/08/16/peds.2018-0344..info 6



Requirements 
Matter, too. 
While MenACWY or MenB vaccines are 
not required in many US schools, 
colleges and universities, a recent study 
found a lack of requirement was the most 
frequent reason why:

• Healthcare providers did not discuss 
the MenB vaccine with their 16-23-
year-old patients

• Parents declined the MenB vaccine

According to The Meningitis B Action Project 2020 Provider Survey 
conducted amongst 524 health care providers.

32

25

25

19

19

Not required by college

MenB ACIP recommendation not as
strong as MenACWY

Time Constraints

Patient not going to college

Patient not high-risk

Top 5 Reasons Why Providers Didn't Discuss MenB 
Vaccine (%)

57

25

19

17

9

Not Required by College

Never Heard of MenB

Side Effects

MenB is Rare

Cost

Top 5 Reasons Why Patients (and/or their parents) 
Declined MenB Vaccine (%)
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EXAMPLE 
FROM 
FLORIDA 

Inconsistent and 
incomplete 
meningitis 
vaccination 
recommendations 
across college 
campuses

No clear breakdown of two types of meningitis vaccines 
(MenACWY and MenB)
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3. Biswas HH, Han GS, Wendorf K, et al. Notes from the Field: Outbreak of Serogroup B Meningococcal Disease at a University — California, 2016. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2016;65:520–521. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6520a3
4. Elam-Evans LD, Yankey D, Singleton JA, et al. National, Regional, State, and Selected Local Area Vaccination Coverage Among Adolescents Aged 13–17 Years — United States, 2019. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2020;69:1109–1116. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm6933a15
5. Gary S Marshall Gary S, Amanda F Dempsey, Amit Srivastava, Raul E Isturiz, US College Students Are at Increased Risk for Serogroup B Meningococcal Disease, Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases Society. piz024.

80% 
of parents didn’t 
know about the 

Meningitis B 
vaccine1

70% 
of all meningococcal 
cases in the US are 
among 16-23-year-

olds are MenB2

100% 
of college outbreaks 

since 2011 are 
caused by MenB3

2 of 10
17-year-olds have 
received their first 
dose of the MenB 

vaccine4

5x
more likely in 

college students  
(than non-college 
students), yet few 

colleges require the 
MenB vaccine5

The Impact
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Only

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30587431/
https://www.cdc.gov/meningococcal/downloads/NCIRD-EMS-Report.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6520a3.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6933a1.htm?s_cid=mm6933a1_w
https://academic.oup.com/jpids/article/9/2/244/5488169?login=false


Our Goal:
Educate and 
Mobilize All 
Stakeholders
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Parents 

Students

Broader 
Community 

Providers 

Colleges & 
Universities 

Advocacy 
organizations 

Policymakers 

Moving from knowledge 
to action takes A village



How Can We Really Reach Students? 

Background 
• Difficulty reaching college health administrators – how can we build demand from the 

ground up? 
• Learned about value of peer-to-peer engagement in sexual and mental health 
• Gap: peer health education is not typically focused on vaccine-preventable diseases or 

infectious diseases beyond STDs

Our Solution
• Develop an educational tool to help peer health educators talk to students about 

meningitis and meningitis vaccination 
• Engage students in the development 
• Result is MenB Student Hub 



What We Learned in Developing the Student Hub 

Co-create solutions
• Start with an empty slate, don’t impose ideas 

Use messages that resonate
• Fear appeals have limited effect
• Adolescents feel invincible! 
• Position vaccination as a way to take charge 

of your health
• Personal stories help 
• Use visuals they can see themselves in 

Make it easy to go from awareness 
to action 
• Vaccination clinics on campus 

MenB Student Hub was built with input 
from students from: 



Meningitis B 
Student Hub

Includes: 
• Student friendly talking points 
• Downloadable, printable educational materials
• Strategies for engaging college leadership
• Tips and inspiration for students 

Being used at several colleges across the US, 
distribution is ongoing, planning vaccination clinics

Built For Students, 
By Students

LET’S TAKE A LOOK! 
https://meningitisbactionproject.org/forcolleges

https://meningitisbactionproject.org/forcolleges


Hub
Materials 
Available 
Download 
or Order Copies 

Curriculum Includes: 

• Student friendly talking points 
• Downloadable, printable educational materials
• Strategies for engaging college leadership
• Tips and inspiration for students 

Brochures

Symptoms Magnets

Poster Series
Infographic



For Providers: 
Meningococcal 
Meningitis 
Vaccination Algorithm

Algorithm Includes: 
• Overview of CDC recommendations for 

meningococcal meningitis vaccination
• Easy to follow decision tree for MenACWY 

and MenB vaccinations 
• Additional information on: administration, 

persons at increased risk, contraindications 
and precautions 

• Strategies for shared clinical decision-making

For Healthcare Providers 

An easy-to-use and reference resource 
from the Meningitis B Action Project to 
educate HCPs on meningitis vaccination 
recommendations and to facilitate shared 
clinical decision-making. 

Mobile app version in development
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Thank you!
Contact us for speaking 
opportunities & materials: 
info@meningitisbactionproject.org


